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on the same thing which the friendship of the monkey
brought upon the gardener.1 Behram asked, ' How was
that ?' and Behruz replied :

STORY.

'It is narrated that in Bum there was a gardener, active
and tidy, as well as skilled in horticulture. He kept his
garden in excellent condition. The freshness of its trees
and flowers was beyond description, its blossoms looked
like rubies and pearls, whilst it surpassed the gardens of
paradise in beauty. This gardener was on terms of the
greatest intimacy with a monkey. Before this, however,
he had wounded a serpent, which was constantly seeking
an opportunity for revenge. Once the gardener happened
to be asleep, and the reptile conceived that the moment for
retaliation was at hand ; but as luck would have it, the
gardener awoke the very moment the serpent was about to
sting him and put it to flight. After this event the
gardener was always afraid to take rest, and confided his
difficulty to the monkey, whose advice ho asked. The ape
replied as follows: " You need not entertain the least
apprehension in this matter, for I promise to keep watch at
your pillow whenever you fall asleep, and should the snake
venture to approach you, I shall, by throwing a large stone
at him, cut his body in twain like a thread of cotton/' The
gardener was rejoiced at this proposal, and went to bed in
the afternoon, but he will not rise till the last trump of the
resurrection awakens him, as will appear from what
follows. When the gardener had fallen asleep, flies began
to settle on his countenance, but wcro repeatedly driven
away by the monkey. As they, however, returned again
and again, the ape Hew into a state of rage, and said: " Bo
easy! I shall do something to you which will prevent
your doing any more mischief!" He then snatched up a
stone, which he threw with all his might at the head of the
gardener. In this manner he drove away the flies, but
killed the man, who was not injured by his enemy the